
Where Dreams Come Home

West End Oswaldtwistle

Brief History of Oswaldtwistle

This is a large, typical Lancashire village lying close to the urban sprawl of 
Blackburn and Accrington. It has a diversity of housing, excellent shops, 

including the hugely attractive Oswaldtwistle Mills Shopping Centre where 
residents and visitors can find just about everything. 

Sport is very much in focus here, for this is the home of Church and 
Oswaldtwistle Cricket Club. The club's history began in 1858 on land behind a pub 

called the Pickup Arms. It later moved to its present location in West End, 
Oswaldtwistle. Since then it has managed to acquire the ground from its owners - 
the Dunkenhalgh Estate, added to its buildings and facilities, making it one of the 
foremost grounds in the Lancashire Cricket League. The club has spawned both

test and international players, has won the League Championship on five 
occasions and the Cup competition once. It has superb social facilities which are 

available for weddings, christenings, dinners and events. 
Rhyddings Park is a lovely spacious green area, a pleasant place to stroll after a 

hard days shopping! Of its older buildings, Oswaldtwistle parish church is 
interesting, it also has an old market cross, and attractive town hall and civic 

theatre. 
Visitors will find plenty of places to relax, Oswaldtwistle Mills Shopping Centre 
has restaurants and cafe's, there are pubs including the very pleasant Stanhill. 

Golfing enthusiasts will find a challenging course at Cocker Brook, and close by 
places to see include the Textiles Museum, Gawthorpe Hall, with the enchanting 

River Ribble on the other side of Blackburn being well worth seeing. 
This large village makes an ideal base for exploring Blackburn, Burnley, Darwen 

and Clitheroe, it is also within easy reach of the fells, streams and rivers of the 
beautiful Bowland Forest.
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Oswaldtwistle Moor (2011) 
Oswaldtwistle Moor (adjacent to 

Haslingden Moor) is an extensive area of 
moorland to the south of Oswaldtwistle, 

with Haslingden Grane bordering the 
moor's southern edges, Belthorn to the 

west and Haslingden to the east. The area 
forms part of the West Pennine Moors. 

Oswaldtwistle Moor
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The name is derived from 
"Oswald" and "Twistle". The word 

"twistle" is an old English word 
meaning "brooks meet". Legend 
has it that Saint Oswald, King of 
Northumbria passed through, 
giving the area its full title of 

Oswald's Twistle, which in time 
came to be Oswaldtwistle. 
However, it is more likely 

derived from the name of the 
Anglo-Saxon who farmed the 

land.
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Oswaldtwistle Mills is a 
notable attraction; a textile 

mill converted into a craft fair
and with an exhibition about 

life in the mill a hundred 
years ago. It is also home of 

the world's largest pear drop, 
made by Stockley's Sweets 

Oswaldtwistle Mills
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In January 2017, the Carnegie Trust UK advertised for towns who wanted to take part in a pilot twin town scheme. Oswaldtwistle was chosen, and paired 
with Whitburn in Scotland. Initial visits have been made. 

Whitburn, West Lothian, Scotland.
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Robert Peel was born at Peelfold (within the 
township) in 1723, and laid the family 

fortunes by innovations in calico printing. A 
particularly successful pattern featured a 

sprig of parsley and Robert became known 
as "Parsley Peel". 

 
The soubriquet helps distinguish him from 

his son also Robert Peel, who was born at 
Peelfold in 1750 and went on to become a 
successful cotton mill owner (with large 

works at Bury and Burton on Trent), a very 
rich man, an MP and a Baronet. 

Sir Robert Peel
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Sir Robert Peel, 2nd Baronet, 
PC, FRS (5 February 1788 – 2 

July 1850), a British 
statesman and member of 

the Conservative Party, 
served twice as Prime 
Minister of the United 

Kingdom (1834–1835 and 
1841–1846) and twice as 

Home Secretary (1822–1827 
and 1828–1830). He is 

regarded as the father of 
modern British policing and 
as one of the founders of the 
modern Conservative Party.
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Rhyddings Park is the only formal 
park within Oswaldtwistle. It was 

originally the grounds of a private 
house belonging to a local mill 

owning family. It has been a public 
park since 1909. More information 
about Rhyddings Park can be found 

on the website of its active 
community group. 

Rhyddings Park

5



Where Dreams Come Home

West End Oswaldtwistle

Oswaldtwistle is home to Rhyddings 
Business and Enterprise School, 

Hippings Methodist Primary 
School, St. Mary's RC Primary 

School, St. Paul's CE Primary School, 
Moor End Primary School, St. 

Andrew's CE Primary School, West 
End Primary School, Oswaldtwistle 

School (a PRU), Broadfield Specialist 
School and White Ash Specialist 

School. 

Oswaldtwistle Schools
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Oswaldtwistle was once a township in the ancient parish of Whalley, covering 
Oswaldtwistle Moor in the south and with Knuzden Brook forming the boundary with 

Blackburn, and as far as the villages of Belthorn, Yate and Pickup Bank. This became a civil 
parish in 1866.


